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selves both in great discomfort & in great danger. For although 
formerly they had no Forte on the Land to hinder a forraigne 
enemy: yet especially in the latter tymes, there was such a 
boundance of shipping comminge and goinge continually to Vir- 
ginia that there hath bin sometymes told seaventeene sayle to- 
gether in James River. Whereby besides that is was a continuall 
terror to the Natives it would have bin a difficult thinge to en- 
damage the Colonie, w^out the power both of many shipps, & 
many souldiers, W' h was amongst divers others, a very rftayne 
securitie & encouragement to persuade men boldly to goe to 
Virginia. But that and all other helpes being now foyled or 
much empayred although the nomber of men be at least Three 
tymes as many as when wee undertooke the Governem'; yet will 
wee Ingenuously yield, that equall thanks & equall honour wil 
be due to them, who shall now recover & restore it to that pros- 
perous & flourishing estate to w " by Gods blessinge o r cares & 
labours had brought it, untill it was marred by them, who as ap- 
peares never loved it, but for their owne indirect ends, w"" they 
have industriously pursued. Thus much touching the present 
estate of the Plantation, & the late generall decay thereof. 

Wherein wee hope yo r Lop" will excuse both our playnes & 
prolixitie, tending to no other end, but only to present unto yo r 
Lop" viewe the cleare state & true nature of the Disease; that so 
yo r Lop' in yo' great wisdome may the better discerne & provide 
the proper remedies. Towards w cl1 since yo' Lop' have bin also 
pleased to require some preparative as it were. of o r opinions: wee 
will now humbly apply our selves to that consideration w th w ,h 
all the rest were but griefe and labour. 

TO BE CONTINUED. 



Bacon's Rebellion. 

William Sherwood's Account. 



[William Sherwood, according to one of his letters, came to Virginia 
in 1668. He had been convicted of crime in England ("one of those 
who robbed me, whom I saved," says Williamson), and was pardoned, 
on the intercession of Sir Joseph Williamson, Secretary of State. He 
had probably been bred to the Bar, and became one of the leading 
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lawyers of Virginia. It seems likely, from a suit for slander, recorded 
in York county, that his English career was unknown in the colony, as 
no mention of it is made by a violent and abusive defendant. 

He was a member of the House of Burgesses, 1684; Coroner and 
Justice of James City county, 1687, and in March, 1677, was appointed 
Attorney-General. (Robinson' s Notes from General Court Records.) 

In all of Sherwood's letters to Williamson (which are preserved in 
the English Public Record Office) he expresses great gratitude to his 
correspondent, and penitence for his offence — a penitence which seems 
to have lasted through life, for his epitaph at Jamestown, after stating 
his birth-place as White Chapel, declares that here was a miserable 
sinner awaiting the resurrection. At Surry C H. was found, not long 
ago, a volume of the Universal History, lettered, "Ex dono William 
Sherwood." The fly leaves and title page are missing, so it cannot be 
discovered to whom, or what, it was presented. 

There is recorded in Middlesex County a power of attorney, dated 
October 24, 1698, from Jeffrey Jeffreys, of London, Esquire, to Dudley 
Digges, William Churchill and Arthur Spicer, merchants, to recover 
such personal estate as was bequeathed him by the last will of Wil- 
liam Sherwood, of James City, Virginia, deceased, dated August 11, 
1697, and also all such lands, houses and other real estate as Sherwood 
bequeathed to him in reversion after the death of his wife Rachel Sher- 
wood; so there are no descendants who might be troubled by a knowl- 
edge of Sherwood's offence in England, His after-life of nearly thirty 
years in Virginia appears to have been honorable and he esteemed.] 

Rt. Hon""* 

That I may manifest that gratitude which I shall always to 
make it p' of the great obligacons I have Rec' from yo'r hon'r and 
considering my allegeence to my soveraigne, & duty to yo'r hon'r 
doe presume to informe yo'r hon'r of some p'ticular passages in 
the p'nte state of this Country, w ch is thus: a Nacon of Indians 
called susquehanoes haveing killed some of ye Inhab" of this 
Country were p'sued & severall of y m destroyed by the English, 
and S r William Berkeley our hon" 1 " Govern' r (who hath had 
long experience of warr with ye Indians) that he might p'vide 
for ye safety of this Country caused our Assembly (who are our 
Representatives) to meete in March last, who enacted y' forts 
should be built att ye heads of the severall Rivers, being the 
most way for security of our fronteere plantacons, but as noe 

* Secretary Williamson in England. 
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good Law can be so made to please all men, especially ye rude 
sort of people, One Mr. Nathaniell Bacon Jun'r a p'son of little 
experience & but of two yeares continuance in this countrey, 
thinking himselfe wiser then ye Law, hath stirred upp a great 
number of indigent & disaffected p'sons to obstruct ye p'ceede- 
ings upon ye acts of Assembly, raiseing forces by beate of Drum, 
marching in a warr like posture, in terror of his Ma Ue * good sub- 
jects, the intent of w ch soe neere as all sober men Judge, is ye 
subvercon of the Laws & to Levell all, this Mr. Bacon being 
styled by the rabble theire Generall (& indeede soe he hath 
beene in ye loss of more men then ever was in all fights with ye 
Indians) he haveing entred into Oaths to stand by y m and not- 
withstanding ye greatecare of our Govern'r & hissev'll p'clama- 
cons, fuseing to render himselfe, which causeth great feeres to 
his Ma"" loyall subjects & is of most daingerous consequence in 
this time of warr with ye Indians and this hopefull Country w 1 * 
hath for many y" past beene under a quiett Governm't haveing 
Justice equally distributed to all men, is now in a languishing 
condicon, the Rabble giveing out they will have their owne Laws 
demanding ye Militia to be settled in y m with such like rebellious 
practices, Rt. hon ble this Country hath had thirty fower y™ ex- 
perience of ye valour, conduct, Justice, & Impartiall p'ceedinge 
of our hon w * Govern'r who hath endeavoured ye Gen" good of ye 
Country, by spending & laying out his estate amongst us, yett 
he & all authority & Magistracy are by ye rabble contemmed. 
The incloased Declaracon of our Govern'r will informe yo'r hono'r 
more fully of our p'nte condicon, as alsoe Capt. Griffin Mt. of 
the Shipp Griffin if yo'r hon'r pleaseth to order him, will give an 
ample ace'. Thus beging yo'r hon'rs p'don for this trouble, de- 
siering y' if in anything in these p'ts of ye World I may be ser- 
viceable, you will lay yo r Commands on. 

Rt. Hon" 10 

Yo'r most humble servant 

[signed] Wm. Sherwood. 
James Citty 

Virg' 
[i] June, 1676. 
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Rt. Hon"* 

My L'tre of the ist instant, gieves a briefe ace' of the then 
Condicon of this his Ma"*" Country, and for that new matter 
every day offereth I thinke itt my duty to give your hon r a more 
ample ace' of the sad condicon this poore & languishing country 
is now in, for what by the comon enemy ye Indians on one 
hand, & farr more by ye rebellions and outrages of the comon 
people this once hopefull Country, if not timely assisted by the 
Kings Ma"" especiall care of us, will inevitably be ruined, and y' 
yo'r hon'r may be truly informed of our p'nte condicon I have 
presumed to intimate thus: That the Indians haveing comitted 
many murders, our Assembly in March last, ordered y' 500 men 
should' imediately be raised & in a readiness in forts att ye heads 
of the sevall Rivers, not onely for security of the fronteere 
plantacons but to Joyne with others, when necessary, this was 
thought the p'bable secure way, But Mr. Nath". Bacon Jun r dis- 
suading ye people from theire subjection to ye Laws, giveing out 
he would do strange matters & ease y m of their levies, the rabble 
rise, exclameing ag't the p'ceedeings of the Assembly and 
seeme weary of it, in y' itt was of 14 y'rs continuance; the Gov- 
ern'r p'ceiveing a new Assembly would be gratefull Issues forth 
writts for new elections, and a new assembly mett here ye 5th 
instant, and Mr. Bacon by his ruleing faction was elected in 
Henrico County theire Burgess, who came in a Boate or sloope 
with 50 armed men & lyes before ye Towne, with intent that 
when ye house of Burgesses satt, to force his way amongst y m 
Itt was judged he was not a fit p'son to sitt as Burgess, but that 
he should first be brought to answere the great charge ag't him, 
of this he was informed by some of his faction, & endeav'rs to 
escape, upon w cb severall boates with armed men were sent to 
force his submission and a Command from ye Govern'r to one 
Capt. Gardner (whose ship rides att sandy point) not to p'mitt 
him to pass: The small Boates p' sue him in y' shipp, by w cl1 he is 
fyred att to come to Anchor and soe he was taken, & with all his 
men brought to Towne ye 7th instant & delivered to ye Goven'r, 
the whole intent was to cause him to submitt, & not obstruct the 
good intencons, & ways proscribed for carry on ye warr ag't ye 
Indians, for itt was not then fitt to p'ceede violently, & use 
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severity ag't him; the next day upon his humble submission to 
the Govern' r & faithfull p'mises y' he would continue peaceable 
& not head any faction or disorder, he is p'mitted to have 
Liberty, with this p'mise y' upon his good behaviour he should 
have a commission, within fower dayes after he returnes home; 
The assembly p'ceede in ordering ye peace of the Country & 
p'secuteing ye warr ag't the Indians, But now Mr. Bacon studys 
revenge for his late confinement, & resolves to have what he will 
himselfe, privately possesseth ye people that many Injuries 
were offered him, and y' the Assembly were bringing greate 
taxes upon y" and soe he procures a greate number of necessi- 
tated & desp'ate p'sons, and on 

Thirsday 22th It was generally reported (& before night con- 
firmed) y* Mr. "Bacon was marching hither with 500 men in 
Armes, the Gover't thereupon orders y' fower great Guns should 
be drawne from ye fort to sandy Bay (being a narrow passage & 
the onely in to this Island) which being don by the souldiers 
then on ye guard being about 30 of Coll Holts company & all 
y' could possibly in soe short a time be ready, Itt was purposed 
to raise a Barracadoe, but night coming prevented and such 
scouts as was sent out to observe Bacons mocon & strength were 
by him secured: 

ffryday 23th This morning the Govern' r went to the Sandy 
Bay in order to mounting ye Guns, and all ye cry was Armes, 
Armes, Bacon is within two myles of the Towne, where he was 
told ye Guns were planted ag't him, which caused him & all his 
men to resolve if a Gun was shott ag't y m to kill & distroy all; 
News being brought he was soe neere, and itt being considered 
there was so small a number of souldiers in towne, (& those such 
as inclined to his faction rather than our safety the whole Country 
being paysoned by his specious pretences) the Guns were throwne 
offtheire carridges, the Govern' r & all others returned to the 
state house, all men ordered to lay by theire Armes, (that being 
then the most politick way) Mr. Bacon with att least 400 foote ye 
scum of the Country, & 120 horse endred the sandy Bay, there 
leveing a p'ty to secure ye passage, then he marched into Towne, 
sends p'tyes to the ferry, River & fori, & draws his forces ag't 
the state house, where the Govern' r councell & Burgesses were 
sitting, expecting this fiery mans actions, and first he sends one 
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of his Cap" requireing ye Govern'r to send some of the Councell 
to him, Coll Spencer and Coll Cole were assigned to goe to him, 
he demanded ist that a comission should imediately be sent him 
as Gen" of all volunteeres ag't the Indians: 2 41y to know how the 
iooo: men ordered by the Assembly to be raised should be paid, 
if by a Levy, they declared they would not submitt to itt, all 
crying out Noe Levies: These demands were communicated to 
the Burgesses, who sent this resolve y' what was 3 times read & 
passed (that is ye raiseing ye 1000 men at ye severall Counteys 
charge) could not be altered of w ch Mr. Bacon was informed with 
this desier of the Govern'r y' the p'ceedings of the Assembly 
might be redd att the head of Mr. Bacons Company for theire 
sattisfaccon, and on this assureance y c he should have a comission, 
Mr. Bacon declared he would not be longer put off, he would 
not p'mitt any Laws to be read there, walking att the head of his 
men saying he would fane know who dare oppose him, upon w CB 
the Govern'r went to him saying for prevencon of ye efusion of 
Christian Blood lett you & I decide this controversye by our 
swords, come along with me, Mr. Bacon answered y' was not his 
business, he came for redress of ye peoples grieveances; the 
Govern'r demanded, what they were, he replyed two were 
already delivered, & ye rest they would loudly proclaime. In ye 
meane time ye comission was prepared, & being sent to him, he 
read itt to souldiers, saying it was not sufficient, they must have 
a larger. Then it was left to him to make his exceptions, which 
he did in these words: The grounds of the comission are wholy 
dissatisfactory, the people desier the grounds may be as follow - 
eth, The assurance of my loyalty & First intencons, as alsoe ye 
Inclinacon of the people to follow me who have given them a 
sufficient of my sincere desires to serve the King and Country, 
for ye people expect me to be Gen 11 of the warr, This being 
carried to the Govern'r he was straingely provoked att the mans 
insolency & came & told him his hand should be cutt off rather 
then he would consent to owne Mr. Bacons loyalty & ye like, he 
swore his useall oaths he would have itt, upon which to prevent 
utter ruin these proposealls were sent to the Burgesses to con- 
sider, & present theire sence & opinion concerning y m , who de- 
bateing longer then he thought fitt, Mr. Bacon comes under ye 
window of ye house, calls to them saying you Burgesses I ex- 
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pect yo'r speedy result, his souldiers mounting theire Guns 
ready to fyer; Imediately (for in this minitt if not prevented all 
might have been in a flame) the Burgesses make it theire request 
to the Govern' r to Issue forth such a comission to Mr. Bacon, 
according to the heads of his proposals, and the Councell Joyne 
with ye Burgesses therein, soe a comission is ordered to be 
drawne, Night comes on, Mr. Bacon orders his men to theire 
severall guards, p'mitting none to goe out of Towne. 

Satterday 24th This morning the forced comission was 
delivered to Mr. Bacon, and some time after Capt. Gardner com- 
ing to Towne, was secured by the Souldiers & Mr. Bacon went 
into the house of Burgesses with his guard requireing 1st, that 
sev'all p'sons who had beene active in obeying ye Govern'rs 
Commands should be made uncapeable of all offices, 2 dlJ , that 
being informed ye Govern' r had writt to his Ma 1J desiering Aid 
for suppressing ye tumults here & declaring Mr. Bacon a Rebell, 
Itt should be discov'd whither itt was soe or noe, & publiquely 
contradicted by ye Govern' r Councell & Burgesses; 3 417 , that he 
might have imediate order ag't Gardner for "jo£ (for his sloope 
be pretends lost when Gardner tooke him, & was not really 
worth 30^). These demands were sent to ye Govern' r who 
declared he would rather suffer death then condiscend to them, 
but considering ye Ruin y' thretned us, the Govern' r was re- 
quested by ye Burgesses to grant whatever Bacon demanded, 
which being don, severall p'sons were comitted prison™ & now 
the souldiers begin to threten to pull downe our houses, Mr. 
Bacon alsoe requireing an Act of Indemnity, as alsoe the Gov- 
ern'rs Le'res to his Ma' J Justifieing his p'ceedings; this day the 
Govern'r sent Mr. Henry Chickley to Bacon requireing him to 
p'mitt ye Govern'r to goe home, in y' he had beene in towne 
neere 3 weeks, itt is possitively denyed. Now taggragg & bob- 
tayle carry a high hand, a Guard is sett upon the Govern'r & 
the rabble are appointing new Councellers. 

Sunday 25th This day the house of Burgesses mett to prepare 
business to Mr. Bacon's dispatch & by his* direction Letters are 
writt to the Kings Ma" to certifie, what Bacon would please to 
direct & require, & now he gives out he will punish some of ye 
councell™ many p'sons are forced to lye obscurely: yet we were 
in hopes they would have marched out of Towne in that they 
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had the comission, & not loose time, the fronteere p'ts of Chicka- 
homony & new Kent being left without any forces whilst they 
were Lording itt over us but they delayed, giveing out they had 
not yett don, they would have ye oaths of ye Govern'r Councell 
& Burgesses for observing what was granted, But about Noone 
conies the sad news y' the Indians had this morning killed 8 
p'sons att the heade of Chickahomony & in New Kent (from 
whense most of this rabble came) within 40 Myle of this place, 
This caused a suden Alarum, the Govern'r sent to Mr. Bacon to 
p'mitt him & the Burgesses to returne to their sev'all Countyes 
for defence ag't the Indians & p'sue y m ; this caused a sooner 
ridance then otherwise would have beene, and on Monday 
morning Mr. Bacon with his men marched out of Towne, but 
when he intends out ag't the Indians is not yett knowne; yett 
the Govern'r hath Issued out comands for raiseing men & our 
security ag't ye Indians. 

Thus haveing given your hon'r a true ace' t of the passages of 
this Mr. Bacon, humbly leave itt to yo'r hon'rs consideracon to 
Judge what our p'sent calamities are, these people being soe 
Rebellious & the Govern'r being not able to reduce y m God in 
his mercy grant such course may be taken as may be for the 
hon'r of the Kings Ma' 7 & safety of this Country, which is the 
hearty prayers of 

Rt. Hon Me 

Yo r Honn" obedient servant 

Wm, Sherwood. 
James Citty Virginia 

June 28th, 1676. 



Philip Ludwell's Account. 

[It is stated by William Lee, whose mother was a grand-daughter of 
Philip Ludwell, and who married, in England, his cousin, and was 
doubtless well acquainted with the family record or tradition, that the 
Ludwells were of German descent (Meade's "Old Churches and Fam- 
ilies of Virginia," II, 138); an account, which might seem to derive 
some confirmation from the resemblance of their name to Ludwig, and 
from the black eagles in their arms. Perhaps they were Protestant 
refugees, the first of whom we are informed was Thomas Ludwell of 
Bruton, county Somerset, mercer, who married, before May 3d, 1632, 
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Jane, daughter of James Cottington, of Discoe in the parish of Bruton, 
Gentleman. James Cottington was the son of Philip Cottington, Gent., 
of Godminster, Somerset, and was brother of Philip, Lord Cottington , 
prominent as a Statesman and Diplomatist temp Charles I, and Charles 
II (Wm. Lee, in Meade, and English Chancery Proceedings, case of 
Ludwell v. Worsley, in William and Mary Quarterly, Oct., 1892, p 49.) 

Thomas and Jane Ludwell had two sons, who came to Virginia, and 
were for many years prominent, Thomas and Philip. They were both 
natives of Bruton, which was also the birth-place of Sir William Berkeley, 
and (according to the most reliable accounts) Jane, wife of Philip Cotting- 
ton of Godminster, and mother of Maurice (a favorite Berkeley name). 
Philip (Lord Cottington) and James (father of Mrs. Ludwell) was a 
Berkeley (Dictionary of National Biography), both of which might be 
reasons for their long and intimate friendship with Governor Berkeley. 
Colonel Philip Ludwell came to Virginia, probably, about 1660, and 
soon became deputy Secretary, an office he held during life. He was 
appointed to the Council, taking the oath March 4, 167$, and in the 
next year was one of the most efficient supporters of Governor 
Berkeley. He retired with the Governor to the Eastern Shore, and 
when they were followed by Giles Bland with a force of Bacon's ad- 
herents, he dealt the insurrection a severe blow, by boarding (with the 
connivance and afterwards assistance of the captain) the vessel in 
which Bland was, and captured him, and shortly afterwards, all the 
vessels of his small squadron. (Campbell's History of Virginia, 306). 
He also sat on most of the courts (martial and civil), which tried the 
supporters of Bacon. It was afterwards charged that he and Beverley, 
by their advice to Berkeley, caused the "Civil War," and it is very 
probable that from his "rash and fiery temper," of which the English 
Lords of Trade and Plantations spoke of later, that he may have 
given advice which led to such disastrous results. 

It would seem from an examination of various histories and records 
of the period, that, at the outbreak of Bacon's Rebellion, the controlling 
powers in the colony were the Governor, with the Ludwells and Thos. 
Ballard, in the Council; and a majority of the House of Burgesses, who 
were greatly influenced by the then clerk, Major Robert Beverley, who 
was one of the most active members of the ruling party. This party 
resented the interference of Moryson, Jeffreys and Berry, the commis- 
sioners sent from England to suppress the insurrection, while the latter 
were supported by a part of the Council, jealous of the ruling clique or 
opposed to Berkeley's bloody measures of repression; and by a consider- 
able number (but apparently a minority) of the leading men of the vari- 
ous counties, and by the populace. The contemporary records are full of 
instances of the antagonism between the Governor's party always sup- 
ported by the House of Burgesses, and the commissioners, a feeling 
equally evidenced on both sides. After the recall of Berkeley and the 



176 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

succession of Jeffreys as Governor, this contest, with Philip Ludwell and 
Robert Beverley as leaders of the "Green Spring faction," as their 
enemies termed them, continued. 

In 167.7, Ludwell sued a former adherent of Bacon, who was given 
protection by the Governor, Jeffreys. This excited the " rash and fiery 
temper " (which is spoken of in this connection), and Ludwell gave 
public expression of opinion (as reported) that Jeffreys "was a worse 
rebel than Bacon, for he had broke the laws of the country which Bacon 
never did; that he was perjured ; was not worth a groat in England, and 
that if every pitiful little fellow with a periwig that came in Governor 
of this country had the liberty to make the laws as he had done, his 
children nor no man's else could be safe in the title or estate left them." 
(Campbell's History of Virginia, 327-328). 

In December, 1677, Jeffreys writes that Col. Philip Ludwell was under 
restraint for opposition to him, and both parties appealed to England, 
where, before the Committee of Trade and Plantations, Moryson re- 
turned Ludwell's hard language to his former colleague, by styling him 
(Ludwell) an "inconsiderable fellow," and Beverley a "Pirate" (re- 
ferring to charges of plundering during the rebellion), and it was also 
charged that Ludwell and his brother (advised by the council) con- 
cealed for some time the King's letter, of May 15, 1677, promising 
mercy and indemnity, under a pretence of false information. The 
Lords of Trade and Plantations, on Feb. 10, 167!, ordered Ludwell and 
Thomas Ballard to be excluded from the council. 

There was no farther action, as, in 168 r, he was in England, and tes- 
tified as to the desirability of still keeping troops in Virginia, while, De- 
cember 12, 1681, Lord Culpeper writes from Virginia that at the request 
of the whole Council, he had appointed Col. Ludwell to the Council in 
the place of Col. Parke, deceased. The feeling with which the Burgesses 
regarded the action of the government in excluding Ludwell and Bal- 
lard, is shown by their choice of the latter as their speaker in June, 
1680, and November, 1682 At the session of October, 1686, the Gov- 
ernor, Effingham, endeavored to get the House of Burgesses to au- 
thorize the laying of levies by the Governor and Council. This was 
at once resisted by the representatives and a stormy session followed, 
in which they, warmly supported by Ludwell, not only utterly refused 
the Governor's request ; but raised questions touching the power of 
his negative, and even, it was charged, " rudeley and boldly disputed 
the King's authority." They were of course dissolved, incurring the 
high displeasure of the King when he was informed, and Ludwell, who, 
Effingham and his adherents charged with being the chief agent, was 
suspended from the council, fof fomenting the troubles in the House of 
Burgesses. On June 12, 1687, the King confirms the Governor's action, 
and extended the sentence to dismissal. 

This dismissal no doubt only increased Ludwell's popularity, and 
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the office of deputy Surveyor-general which he still held (under his 
brother-in-law. Col. Alexander Culpeper), enabled him to show that he 
was " of the same opinion still," and also to help old friends in a way 
that seemed to have greatly annoyed the Governor's party. Secretary 
Spencer, writing to the Lords of Trade and Plantations, Feb. 26, 168$ , 
complains that when Major Arthur Allen (Speaker of the late House) 
was turned out of his surveyor's place by the Governor, Ludwell had 
given it to Major Samuel Swann, " as troublesome as any of the rest," 
and had given the surveyor's place, held by Beverley (who had also been 
deprived of all of his offices), to his ( Beverley's) son. An additional 
aggrivation seemed to be, that this was " one of the best surveyor's 
places in the country." 

The Governor's exactions and oppressions continuing, the House of 
Burgesses, at a session held in the fall of 1688, which doubtless passed 
no laws, as it is not noticed In Hening (we find in Henrico, October 12, 
1688, an appropriation for paying their Burgesses charges, for twenty- 
eight days service — seemingly the services here referred to); but which 
in their name, the council refusing to concur, petitioned the King for 
relief, and requested Col. Ludwell to present their petition. 

This he did on March 28, 1689, delivering to the Privy Council in 
England, a petition from the " Commons of Virginia represented by the 
House of Burgesses." The matter was for some time under considera- 
tion, and the petition was offered by Effingham, who described how 
Ludwell had been several times removed from the council, and had 
constantly opposed his government ; but the time was propitious, and 
Ludwell was successful in obtaining a favorable decision on most of the 
points embraced. On May 7, 1691, the House of Burgesses passed a 
vote of thanks to him for his " indefatigable and prosperous endeav- 
ours," and ordered ^"250 sterling to be paid him as an acknowledg- 
ment from the country and towards a reimbursement of his great and 
necessary expenses. (Cal. Va. State Papers). Before this, he had been, 
December 5, 1689, appointed Governor of northern Carolina, and held 
office there three years, bringing, apparently, that disturbed colony to 
comparative peace. No complaint, says Hawks, either from proprietors 
or people, appears during his four years' rule. In 1693, he was made 
Governor of both North and South Carolina, and took immediate charge 
of the former, but a year's experience of its quarrels made him glad to 
retire in 1694 to Virginia. 

His public life ended about this period, and he returned to England, 
where he died (some time after 1704) and was buried at Bow Church, 
near Stratford (in Middlesex). 

A number of his letters, several of them giving accounts of Bacon's 
Rebellion; remain in the English Public Record Office. The abstracts 
from the Records in that receptacle, which were made for the State of 
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Virginia by Mr. Sainsbury, give much information in regard to each of 
the Ludwells. 

Colonel Philip Ludwell married in or before 1667, (I) Lucy, widow of 
Col. William Bernard, and before of Major Lewis Burwell, and daughter 
of Robert Higginson; and (II) Lady Frances Berkeley (nee Culpeper), 
widow of Governor Sir William Berkeley. Lord Culpeper, writing 
to Ryland in Oct., 1680, says, "My Lady Berkeley is married to Mr. Lud- 
well, and thinks no more of our world." By her, whose beauty is still 
evinced by a portrait (C.F. Lee, Jr., New England Historical and Ge- 
nealogical Register), and high spirit and courage by various' contemp- 
orary documents (Sainsbury's Abstracts) he had no issue ; but by the 
first marriage, 1st Colonel Philip Ludwell of " Greenspring," Auditor 
and member of the Council; born at " Carter's creek," Gloucester Co., 
Feb. 4, 1672, died January 11, 172$, who married, Nov. 11, 1697, Hannah, 
daughter of Benjamin Harrison of Wakefield (and was grandfather of 
R. H. and F. L. Lee, the signers); and a daughter, Jane, who married 
Colonel Daniel Parke, Jr., and was the granddaughter of Daniel Parke 
Custis, first husband of Mrs. Washington. 

A pedigree of the Ludwell family, by the late C. F. Lee, Jr., is con- 
tained in New England Historical and Genealogical Register, and an 
engraving of the arms is given. ] 

Virg'June 28th, 1676. 
Rt. Hon'""* 

I doubt not butyo'r Hon' r has heard of ye late Distressed con- 
dicon of this poor Countrey, both ffrom o r Barbarouse enemies 
the Indians, & the great likelyhood of a ffatall addition to it by a 
Rebelliouse mutine raised by Mr. Nathaniell Bacon Jun r , w cl1 is 
now contrarie to ye Law of God or man, come to that prodigiouse 
height that indeed I think no Glorie either ancient or modern 
can outdoe, blond [Bland ?] only excepted, I must confess it was my 
Duty to have Given yo'r Hon'r'an Earlier acco't of affaiers heer 
w ch I had certainly done but observeing the unequall motion of 
the humors, I willingly defered it till I could give yo'r Hon'r a 
more full acco't by w 011 you might ye Better Guess at the Disease 
& then I humbly hope, & heartily pray, that God in his mercy, 
will Divert yor'r Hon'r, to Indeavor a fitt Remedy for it, Which 
will oblige many thousands of poore soules to pray for yo'r 
Hon'r many of w* now (being mislet) Industriously Digg for 
theire owne Ruine, & must undoubtedly, w' b out his most sacred 

* Secretary Williamson. 
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Ma u " Graciouse helping hand, languish and wither away to 
noething, I most humbly Begg yo'r Hon'rs p'don for my fformer 
neglect & for the long trouble I am forced to Give you in this 
foil Relacon, w ch I humbly lay before you, & begg the accept- 
ance of it w* this Confidence, that I have not erred ffrom ye 
thruth in any one circumstance, as neer as the Great Distraction 
wee are in, will give me leave haveing not yett been 2 dayes out 
of Durance, where ye Governo'r Councell, & Burgesses w" 
Divers others were strictly kept, by Mr. Bacon & about 500 of 
ye scume of the country, 3 Dayes, in all w ch tyme wee had 
noething in o r prospect but the howerly thretning to throw all 
in Confuseion & Distruction untill he had obteined his most un- 
reasonable & Illegall Demands, for Confirmacon of this sad 
truth here are many miserable evidences. Wee had an Assembly 
& in March last, whose only bussiness was to consult of ye fhttest 
& best meanes to Destroy our enemie Indians ye Result where 
was, that for ye Better secureing the Borders, till an Armie 
Could be Raised to march out upon them, a ffort, w*" a consider- 
able number of well Armed men, should be erected at ye head 
of each River, w oh was accordingly w^all expedicon p'secuted & 
a conveniente army forth w'th to be Raised; but whilest this is 
in Action Mr. Bacon, a man of little above one years experience 
in ye Countrey, pr'tending to be wiser than the whole Countrey 
Infuses into the people ye unusefullness of those forts & the vast 
Charge it must bring on the people, w " though they were both 
very ffalse arguments yet tooke w'" ye comon people, w ch he 
finding, procecutes it & Gathers about him a Rabble of the 
basest sort of People, whose Condicion was such, as by a chaunge 
could not admitt of worse, w* these he begins to stand at Defy- 
ance ag't the Governm'nt, & by his emisaries (the poyson being 
pleasant & sympathetique w th the humers) in an Instant Infected 
almost every corner of the Countrey, to ye utter destroying 
those Good Rules before prescribed ffor the more certaine p'for- 
mance, of what he pretended, but failed to effect with more ease 
to ye Countrey & In shorter tyme, The Govern'r now p'ceiving 
the Disease to Grow Daungerouse and by its spreading, the 
Cure Difficult, uses all possible meanes to reclaime him from his 
mutinouse wayes, both by his positive- comands to him to lay 
Downe his unlawfull Armes & by freque"' councells to lett him 
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see ye Daunger of forceing those probable Designes out of that 
hopefull channell Where ye Representatives of the whole Countrey 
had put them, but ye Governo'rs comands and Advise, & ye Ad- 
vice of ye whole councell often sent him being equally Despised, 
he proceeds, not only w* out comicon but as I told yor Hon'r 
contrarie to positive order & comand; his ffirst exployt was, be- 
fore he Gott out of ye English plantacons he seized two Indians, 
a man & a Boy, who then did & "always had lived in peace & 
friendship amongst the English, these he bound to trees, & w th 
much Horror & cruelty put to Death, w^out examining their 
crime, I should have told yo'r Hon'r that before his march he 
left noe way unattempted to Drive our neighbor friend Indians 
away from us, who ye Governo'r had alwayes most prudently 
Indeavored to p'serve, being as necessarie for us as Doggs to 
hunt wolves, w ch p'tly by severe threts of Destroying them & 
p'tly by telling them very false storyes of ye Governo'rs Inten- 
tions to them, was at last effected, & they p'ceiveing how Mr. 
Bacon slighted & contemned the Governo'r could not be Re- 
duced to their townes by all the Art the Governo'r could use, 
Aleadging that If the Governo'r could not Rule Mr. Bacon & 
his crue, they could not Imagine how he could protect them. 

by this meanes we have not now, that we know of, hardly ioo 
ffriend Indians on all o r Borders Round, & at least 1500 enemies 
more then wee needed to have had w ch continually prey upon o r 
frontier plantacons, & are now our worst enemies, haveing had a 
ffrequent free Intercourse amongst us these 20 odd years, & well 
knowing o r Plantacons and manner of Liveing. 

But to Retourneto Mr. Bacon; he marched out w th about 300 
in his comp d to a Nation called ye Occaneechees who lived on an 
Island about 150 miles southward from ye flails of James River, 
on w cb they had a ffort; ye susquehana Indians, w ch were o' 
enemies, haveing (after the great mischiefe Done us on Rappa- 
hannock in ffeb' 7 last), seated themselves in two forts neer them, 
where at their first comeing they Indeavor by all means to 
p'swade Persicles, the occameechee King to Joyne w" 1 them in 
cutting off the English, both by severe menaces, & Great offers 
of Reward all w ch he refused & presently sent in Runers to Give 
notion to ye English, of what was done. Mr. Bacon being Come 
w' b in some small distance of the Island w oh Persicles haveing 
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notice of, made Ready all his canoes & men & wafted Mr. Bacon 
& his men into the Island, & in friendly maner Lead them to 
their fFort, where to their Abillitie they Reffreshed them being 
tyred & hungry, after this they flail to consultation; Mr. Bacon 
Demands where the Susquehannas were they told him they had 
one fort 5 miles off w*" about 30 or 40 Indians in it & another 10 
miles off w*" a very considerable number of men besides woeman 
& children. 

Mr. Bacon told them he would Goe & take the neerest ffort, 
they Replyed, your men are weary, & want sleep, & not fitt for 
service you shall stay & Rest heer, & wee will Goe & take the 
ffort for you & bring you an acco'tof it, w** being concluded, ye 
next day ye occaneechees march away, & assault ye ffort, takes 
it & destroys all ye Indians in it, only ye prisoners they bring 
back w th the plunder, & 6 Indians called manakins, who ye sus- 
quehannos had forced to Goe w* them to fight, when they Re- 
turned into their Island back to their fort, they tell Mr. Bacon 
what they had & present the 7 prisoners, & ask what he would 
have done w" y m who answeared, kill them w " they Imediately 
obey, w 01 all ye Exquisite tortures after their manner, then Mr. 
Bacon demands the plunder, & the 6 manakin Indians, to which 
Persicles Answered that since his men had taken all the paines 
& Run a Great * hazard, he thought it was but Reasonable his 
men had the plunder for their Incouragem'nt & for ye six mana- 
kins since to his knowledge they had alwayes been frends to ye 
English & his p'ticular frends, & very Instrumental in takeing ye 
fort he hoped they might be excused, but Mr. Bacon p'sisting in 
his Demands the King told him for quietness sake, & that he 
might ye more shew his ffreindship to the English, he should 
have halfe, but desired his men might have ye rest, & w tt all was 
Inclinable to deliver up ye manakins, w oh would not doe; in this 
tyme ye manakins p'ceiving they were like to be Given up to ye 
mercy of ye English, ffrom whome they well saw what they must 
expect one of them fired a gun & killed an English man, on w ch 
the English Imediately ffall on ye occameechees, when hapned a 
very sharp Incounter in w° h fell some 10 of Mr. Bacons men in 
the place, & 6 or 7 dead since of their wounds, & about 40 or 50 

* Ye susquehanos being a stout nation, and never forget an Injurie. 
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of the Indians, amongst w ob was Persicles, who had ye Character 
by all that knew him of a very Brave man & ever true to ye 
English. 

Mr. Bacon & his men make a very hasty Retrait off ye Isle 
leaveing one Drum behind & their dead unberyed, & so Re- 
tourne w a their Plunder, & some ffew woeman and children 
prisoners w " they dispose of at their pleasure w ,h out makeing 
any adress to the Governo'r to give him an acco't of their 
p'ceedings. Att his Retourne ye Governo'r sends again to him 
to lay downe his Armes & come in & submitt himselfe, w ch being 
often done & as oft rejected, in such wise that ye Governo'r was 
forced to send out declaracons into all p' ts of ye Counties, where- 
in he declares him openly a Rebell, w ch were published in all 
p'ts, but ye County wherein Mr. Bacon lives & there the Jus- 
tices being mttt in the Court house & the Sheriff about to pub- 
lish it, haveing read p't, Mr. Bacon comes in w" 1 about 40 armed 
men, & comanded the sheriff to forbear, thretning him terribly 
If he proceeded, on w ch ye cort thought ffitt, & accordingly de- 
sisted, & that day being ye day for ye electon of Burgesses, Mr. 
Bacon was by his Ruleing p'ty chosen one of the Burgesses for 
that County, On the 5th of June the Assembly were to meet, 
when the Governo'r & councell, & many Burgesses appeared at 
Ja: Cytty; on teusday ye 6th of June Mr. Bacon comes downe ye 
River in a sloope w th about 50 armed men, & in the night lands 
w ,h 20 of his men at a place called ye Sandy Bay neer halfe a 
mile ffrom James towne, & marches into the towne about mid- 
night w ,h his men, where he held a private conference at ye house 
of one Mr. Lawrence with bim, & one Drumond, about three 
howers, & then departed to his Boates, where they were dis- 
covered & an alarme Imediately Given Into the towne, on which, 
Care was presently taken to fitt out Boates w tt armed men to 
p'sue him, who though they could not take him yett fforced him 
up on the shipps to whome notice was Given, where about 3 in 
ye afternoone he was taken, & that evening 

brought to towne w" 1 his men, where he went on his parroll & 
his men kept w' b a Guard three Dayes, after w " Mr. Bacon have- 
ing on his knee p'sented the Governor, in open cort w tt a ffull & 
free submission & actknowledgment, and Ingaged his Estate & 
Honer never to doe the like, but to use his best & utmost In- 
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deavors to allay those Great comotions, vt° h now Grew high & 
ffeirce, he & his men were Released, ye ioth & went out of 
Towne, on w ch day Mr. Bacon, to obleige him ye more was 
againe sworne of the Councell & the Governo'rs promise that 
on his future Good behavior he should have a Comicon to Raise 
Voluntiers to Goe ag* the Indians, w* w"* he seemed well sattis- 
fyed, but this lasted not long, ffor instead of p' forming his ob- 
ligacon, on ye Contrarie Indeavors by all means under hand to 
raise men & heighten ye old Comotions, of w " wee had flying 
reports brought us but such as wee Could Give little Creditt to, 
Especially not Imagining it could be in the nature of man to 
violate such promises as this man made openly, & Give in wright- 
ing & as openly Broake. 

The Assembly took little notice of him, being desirouse to 
ffinish their Buisiness, that they might be at their homes to secure 
their families & Estates from ye murder & Rapine of ye who 
press hard upon us, untill Mr. Bacon had Gotten at severall 
places about 500 men, whose fortunes & Inclinations being 
equally desperate, were ffitt for ye purpose there being not 20 
in ye whole Route, but what were Idle & will not worke, or such 
whose Debaucherie or 111 Husbandry has brought in Debt beyond 
hopes or thought of payment these are the men that are sett up 
ffor the Good of ye Countrey; who for ye ease of the poore will 
have noe taxes paied, though for ye most p' of them, they pay 
none themselves, would have all magistracie & Govern m'nt taken 
away & sett up one themselves, & to make their Good In- 
tentions more manifest stick not to talk openly of shareing mens 
Estates among them selves, with these (being Drawne together) 
Mr. Bacon marches speedly toward the towne, ye Governor 
haveing sent severall to him to know his Intencons, some were 
deteined, others could bring us noe other news but that they In- 
tended ag't the Indians. 

On ye 23th June he came into the towne, there being no fforce 
to resist him, or could be Gotten in soe short a tyme, and pre- 
sently drawes up his men before the state house door where the 
Governor, Councell & Burgesses were sitting; after he had sent 
his Guards out to secure all p'ts of the Island the Governor sent 
out 2 of ye councell to Demand what they came ffor, Mr. Bacon 
Replyes they were come for a comicon ; ye councello" told him 
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they would Informe ye Governor & send him ye Result, he sayed 
he expected it, after a short debate being found in Vaine to Re- 
fuse, order was Given for ye Drawing a comicon to be comand r 
in chief of all ye voluntier souldiers to Goe ag't the Indians, w ch 
was all he ffornVly p' tended to, but ye comicon being drawne & 
sent him for his p'usall, he liked it not, but drawes up the heads 
of what he would have, w ch was to be Gen r " of all the fforces in 
Virg" ag't ye Indians w'" such large expressions in it, as I think 
have been seldome Granted by any, that were theire owne men, 
This being sent to the Governor he went out to Mr. Bacon & 
told him he would Rather have both his hands cutt off then 
Graunt such a comicon as he would have, & in ye midesl of his 
comp a chalenged him to come out & w th his sword, at ye head of 
them, to decide ye controversie, but Mr. Bacon Refused telling 
him that was not his Buissiness, but his comicon he would have, 
& w th all comands his men to their armes, and Runs to ye State 
house doore, & lookeing up to the window where ye Burgesses 
were, demaunded of them (w* above ioo Gunns Ready cockt & 
presented at them) If he should have ye comicon, telling them 
w" all If they Refused, that he would Imediately pull downe ye 
house, & have all our Bloud, all w ch being bound w" 1 such Dread- 
full, new coyned oaths of w ch (as If he thought God was delighted 
w" 1 his Ingenuite in that kind) he.was very liberall. 

the house desire a little Respitt, & told him he pr'sently have 
their answear, you may Imagine S r , ye consultacon was not long, 
but ye house send a supplycation to ye Governor to Grannt ye 
comicon in Mr. Bacons forme, w ch was done, yo'r Hon'r may 
Guess* how willingly, but wee were willing to be ridd of him 
supposeing this had been all, but other propositions and demands, 
very hard ones, ffollowed, w"" ffor expedicon, as long as they 
concerned not life or limb were Granted as fast as they came, 
haveing upon us not only ye expectacon of haveing all our 
throates presently Cutt, butt the ffears of ye Indians on our 
Borders, & our serv" at home, who (If God prevent not their 
takeing hold of this Great advantage), must carry all, beyond 
Remedy to destracon. 

the laws of this assembly being hastyly finished, were put out 
to be read to the people, supposeing they might have made some 
Converts, but they Rise up like a swarme of Bees & swear they 
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will hear noe lawes, nor have any but what they pleased, w ch , have- 
ing Reason by their behaviour to take for Granted, ye lawes 
were withdrawne; this continued until Sunday the 25th, when 
about 10 or 1 1 a clock came newes that the Indians had been 
ffoule & murthered eight of our people more at two severall 
places on York River, one w tt in 23 miles of us, neer 40 miles 
w tt in our ffronteir plantacons. 

this Begins to startle some of his men that lived neer those 
parts, w ob Mr. Bacon p'ceiving was forced to cutt shorter then 
he Intended. 

the Governor on this newes, sends to the speaker & desires 
him to call the house together, that some speedy cource may be 
taken to prevent these mischiefes, & in ye meane tyme desires 
S r Henry Chicheley to Goe to Mr. Bacon & demand what he 
Intended, & that either he himselfe should march away to secure 
ye people from ye Indians, or suffer us to Goe to our Respective 
countyes that a fforce might Immediately be raised to march out 
& suppress those Barbarous villaines, who tooke ye advantage 
of those parts being weakned by his drawing ye men away. 

but he sent ye Governor word he had yett other demands to 
make, w " being Granted, he would Goe, those demands being 
sent in were presently Graunted, as before. 

Sunday in the afternoone the Lawes were Redd in ye court- 
house before ye Governor councell & Burgesses after ye usuall 
manner, & the assembly disolved, & in the eveng Mr. Bacon 
thought ffitt to suffer severall people to Goe out of towne the 
Governor for one, who had sent three tymes before, to desire 
leave only to Goe home and see how his ffamilie did, but was 
still denied till now. 

The next morning, he marched out of the towne by w" 1 all 
were released (From their durance, he is now marched up toward 
where ye last mischief was done, I suppose only to sattisfy his 
men who would else (many of them have left him) for w tt out 
question, If his men could have been kept together, he would 
not have Gone from ye towne, till he had made some demaund 
that could not have been Graunted to Give a speciouse pretence 
to his desperate designes I doubt it will not be long ere wee hear 
of him again. 

I most humbly beg yo'r Honors p'don ffor this tediouse des- 
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cource, I have drawn it as short as possible I could, there are 
many circumstances more w" h should I have sett downe, I doubt 
I should have tired your patience, I have noe more to add but 
to become an humble supplicant to yo'r Honor, as I doubt not 
but o'r Agents will, that yo'r honor will be pleased to be a me- 
diatour w tb his most sacred Ma tIe ffor this poore languishing 
country, which now lyes Gasping under the violent pressures of 
unreasonable men; w oh will not only oblige all the Good people 
of this Country, but hereafter, even the madd actors themselves 
ffor ever to pray ffor yo'r Honors health & prosperitie in this 
world, & that you may have a crowne of Glory in the next as a 
Just reward of yo'r Virtues. 

Yo'r Honors most obedient & most humble 
Serv't 

Phill: Ludwell. 



Prize Money of the Squadron under John Paul Jones, Esq. — Notice 
is hereby given to those officers and men of the frigates Alliance and 
Bon Homme Richard, who are entitled to a share in the prizes taken 
by the squadron under the command of John Paul Jones, Esq. ; that a 
division has been made of the proceeds of such prizes as were sold in 
France, and that the shares will be paid to the respective claimants, or 
their legal representatives, on their producing at this office, sufficient 
proof that they are the persons, or are empowered by the persons 
actually entitled to the shares they respectfully claim. 

Benjamin Waller, Commissioner. 

Office of Accounts, Marine Department, New York, Nov. 1787. 
— The Virginia Independent Chronicle, Dec. 5, 1787. 



Price Current from a Richmond Newspaper of September 20, 1/S6 — 
" Tobacco, good weight, 23s. to 24s. per 100 ; do. light ditto, 20s. to 
21s. 6d. Flour, Augusta, 32s. ; ditto, Baltimore, 36s. to 38s.; ditto coun- 
try produce, 34s. to 36s. Deer skins, is. 6d. to is. 8d. per ft>. Ginseng, 
is. 8d. to 2s. per ft>. Sarsaparilla, none at market. Beef, 4I. to 4I. 5s. 
per barrel. Pork, 4I. ditto. Corn, 28s. ditto. Oats, 2s. 6d. per bushel. 
(6 shillings to the dollar Virginia currency, so the tobacco would be 
fe-66% to $4 per 100). Flour, Augusta, $5.33>£ ; do. Baltimore, $6 to 
$6.33}^ ; do. country produce, $5.66% to $6. Deer skins, 25 cts. to 
33^ cts. per ft>. Ginseng, 28 cts. to 33^ cts. per lb. Beef, $13.33^ to 
$14.14 per barrel. Pork, $13.33^ per barrel. Corn, $4.66 per barrel. 
Oats, 43^ cts. per bushel. 



